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SUMMARY: The Council’s Conservation and Design Officer has produced a Draft 
Shopfront Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document to help maintain and 
improve the attractiveness and effectiveness of historic shopfronts in the 
borough.  The Shopfront Design Guide will provide additional and supplementary 
guidance to the policies in the Copeland Local Plan. 
A public consultation is required on the Draft Design Guide, to seek views on the 
document before it can be updated as required and brought back to Full Council 
to be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document later in the year.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Members approve a six-week public consultation on 
the Draft SPD between Monday 10th May and Monday 21st June 2021.   
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Good quality environments can significantly boost the attractiveness of a 

place.  The Council is producing a Shopfront Design Guide Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) to help ensure attractive and effective shopfronts 
are provided and maintained in order to support the vitality of the 
borough’s town centres and villages.  Attractive shopfronts have the 
benefits of drawing customers into the premises as well as improving the 
wider public realm and quality of the town or village centre. 

 
1.2 Many of the shops are traditional in style and within historic buildings 

within the towns and villages, and so this Shopfront SPD will complement 
and add more detail to the Conservation Area Design Guide SPD. 



 
1.3 Supplementary Planning Documents need to go through a consultation 

process before they can be adopted, and this report briefly outlines that 
process and the content of the Draft SPD.  It is proposed to consult on the 
document for six-weeks Monday 10th May and Monday 21 June. 

 
1.4 It is expected that following the consultation the SPD will be reviewed and 

amended in light of the comments received, and the updated document will 
be presented to Members for adoption in the Autumn. 

 
1.5 Once adopted the Shopfront Design Guide SPD will provide further detail 

and guidance on the implementation of policies and proposals contained in 
the Copeland Local Plan and will be a material consideration when 
determining planning applications. 

 
 
2.0 PRODUCING THE SHOPFORNT DESIGN GUIDE SPD 

2.1 Supplementary Planning Documents are non-statutory documents which 
are not subject to an independent examination and do not have 
Development Plan status; instead their purpose is to provide greater detail 
to support policies in the Local Plan.   

 
2.2 The Council’s Conservation and Design Officer has produced a draft 

document.  The Draft SPD identifies key elements of shopfronts, and 
provides a history of how they have evolved over time, to give owners and 
businesses an understanding of their buildings and shopfronts.  It then 
highlights things to consider, good practice and things to avoid for anyone 
maintaining or providing a new shopfront so they can maximise its 
effectiveness for the business and the building. 

 
2.3 Supplementary Planning Documents usually require a Sustainability 

Appraisal in order to assess the potential impacts on social, economic and 
environmental objectives, however it has been confirmed by the statutory 
consultees that a Sustainability Appraisal is not required for this document. 

 
 



2.4 The Draft SPD will be subject to a thorough process of public consultation, 
in accordance with the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI), and it is proposed to hold this consultation between Monday 10th May 
and Monday 21st June 2021.  

 
2.5 Following the public consultation, the document will be amended to take 

account of the issues raised.  The revised document will be considered by 
LDF Panel later in the year before being brought back to Full Council for 
adoption. 

 
 
3. CONCLUSIONS 
 
3.1 The Shopfront Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document will be a 

useful tool in ensuring that traditional shopfronts in the borough’s towns 
and villages are as attractive and effective as possible. 

 
3.2 The process of producing an SPD requires public consultation and this 

report seeks comments on the draft Design Guide and approval for a six 
week public consultation. 

 
 
4. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS  
 
4.1 Monitoring Officer/Legal Comments are:  Legal issues are addressed in 

paragraph 1.3 of the draft Shop Front Design Guide; planning policy issues 
in paragraph 2. The document is a supplementary planning document and 
will form part of the Council’s development framework and is therefore a 
matter reserved to Council. No other legal issues arise from this matter. 

 
4.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are:  No financial implications arise 

from the report. 
 

4.3 EIA Comments:  There are no specific equality impacts arising from the 
Design Guide.  The Local Plan policies that this Design Guide provides 
further guidance on will be subject to an Equalities Impact Assessment in 
order to pass the tests of soundness for producing a Local Plan. 

 



4.4  Policy Framework:   
Ambition 1: A Place for Growth 

  Ambition 3: Healthy and Inclusive Communities 
 
4.5 Other Consultee Comments, if any: None 
 
 
5. RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
5.1 The resources required for the production of the Local Plan and 

Supplementary Planning Documents are set out in the Council’s Local 
Development Scheme (LDS), which was approved by Full Council in 
November 2019. 

 
 
6. HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE 

RISKS GOING TO BE MANAGED? 
 
6.1 A timetable for the production of the new Local Plan is set out in the LDS. 

Risks to the production of the Local Plan are also identified in the LDS along 
with an indication of how such risks will be managed. 

 
 
7. WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS 

REPORT? 
 
7.1 A 6 week public consultation, which once completed, will allow the 

Strategic Planning team to gather feedback and amend the draft as 
appropriate.  The output will be the final draft document that will be 
presented to Full Council later in the year for adoption. 
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